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JAIL POPULATI ON
Wednesday July 23, 2003 336
ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM AVAILABILITY

PRETRIAL CASE MANAGEMENT SLOTS AVAILABLE 25
/ALCOHOL UNITS AVAILABLE 4

TETHER UNITS AVAILABLE 5

K-PEP WOMEN'’S FACILITY AVAILABLE BEDS 5
K-PEP MEN'’S FACILITY AVAILABLE BEDS 5



' KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN
JAIL OVERCROWDING RELEASE PROCEDURE

COUNTY JAIL OVERCROWDING ACT
Michigan Compiled Law 801.51 et seq

The County Jail Overcrowding Act establishes the procedure to reduce overcrowding of the
county jail. The Act sets forth the responsibilities of the Sheriff and the Chief Judge of the
Circuit Court to reduce jail overcrowding.

The Kalamazoo County Judges have developed a process to review and release sentenced
prisoners from the Kalamazoo County Jail. This summary outlines the statutory process and
the judges’ agreement covering release of sentenced prisoners.

PROCESS FOR A REDUCTION OF THE SENTENCE OF SENTENCED JAIL INMATES

Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4.

Certification of Overcrowding. The Sheriff provides a Jail Overcrowding
Notification when the Kalamazoo County Jail has exceeded 100% of its rated
design capacity for seven consecutive days. MCL 801.52.

Declaration of State of Emergency and Notice of State of Emergency. The
Sheriff declares a County Jail Overcrowding State of Emergency. MCL 801 .B3.
The Sheriff notifies the Chief Circuit Judge, the Chief District Judge, the
Chairperson of the County Board of Commissioners, the County Prosecutor and
the Chief Law Enforcement Official of each State, County and Municipal Law
Enforcement Agency located in the County. MCL 801 .54.

Attempts to Reduce Prisoner Population. Beginning with the Declaration of the
County Jail Overcrowding State of Emergency, the Sheriff, Judges and other
persons notified of the Declaration may use any available means within the
scope of their individual and collective legal authority to reduce the prisoner
population. MCL 801.55. Step 3 continues for 14 days from the Declaration of
the County Jail Overcrowding State of Emergency. MCL 801.56(2).

Further Actions to Reduce County Jail Population - Interim Release. MCL
801.56. If the Step 3 efforts to reduce the jail population have not reduced the
county’s jail population to the mandatory level, the Sheriff will present to the
Chief Circuit Judge a list of sentenced inmates who are nearing the end of their
sentence. The list will include the name, the reason for incarceration, the
sentence and the days remaining on the sentence. If a Judge has an objection
to the release of an inmate that he or she has sentenced, the inmate will not be
released. The Chief Circuit Judge will consider other objections in determining
whether an inmate should receive a time cut. The memorandum and list will be
provided to all County Judges, the Prosecutor, and the Probation Offices
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Step 5.

serving each court. The list may also be provided to other persons and
agencies. Within 24 hours of receiving the Sheriff's list, the Chief Circuit Judge
will notify the jail of the candidates whose sentences may be reduced and
immediately released.

If the interim release process has not reduced the County’s jail population to the
mandatory level, the Sheriff will provide a final list of prisoners eligible for
sentence reduction. MCL 801.56(2)(3). The list will also be provided to the
persons and agencies who received the list used for the interim release
process. The Chief Circuit Judge will classify the prisoners into two groups:
those, who if released, would present a high risk to public safety; and those,
who if released, would not present a high risk to public safety. The Chief Circuit
Judge will also determine the minimum and maximum percentage by which the
sentences can be reduced.

Reduction of Prisoners’ Sentences. If the processes undertaken during Step 4
have not reduced the County Jail’s population to the mandatory level, the
Sheriff will reduce the sentences of all prisoners as provided by the County Jail
Overcrowding Act and provide notice of the end of the emergency. MCL
801.56, 801.57 and 801.59.



2002
Jail Overcrowding - Early Release Data

- Overview -

227 inmates released early
(12% had previously been released early)

> 3.265 total days cut from their sentences

(average of 13 days per inmate)

> Average # of previous criminal convictions: 4.4
> Average # of previous bookings at KCSD: 4.6

»  90% of the released inmates have been enrolled in

Alternative Programming
(an average of 3 opportunities in Alternative Programs)

> Total owed in child support: $1.3 million

> 66% of those released early were re-arrested and/or

had new warrants issued

o  average # of days between early release and new arrest: 118
o  # ofindividuals re-arrested before their scheduled out-date: 7

Summary data compiled by Kristine Toshalis, KCJC Coordinator
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